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Dr. Athina Markou is currently a postdoctoral fellow in the Laboratory of Dr Evi
Lianidou (http://en.actc-lab.chem.uoa.gr/), Dept of Chemistry, University of Athens,
Greece, after completing her PhD in 2009, in the same laboratory. During her PhD
she worked on the development of methodologies for the molecular characterization
of Circulating Tumor Cells (CTC) in breast cancer and established a novel liquid bead
array hybridization assay for studying the expression of 6 genes in CTCs (Markou et
al, Clin Chem 2011). In recognition of this work, she received the AACR-Susan G.
Komen Scholar-in-Training Award at the AACR 102nd Annual Meeting in 2011. As
a postdoctoral fellow, she continues her research on the molecular characterization of
CTC, and additionally she is working on the evaluation of miRNAs expression in
breast cancer tissues, plasma and CTC. In recognition for this work, she received the
AVON foundation international travel award at the AACR 2008 Annual Meeting for
the evaluation of the prognostic significance of mature miR-10b expression in early
breast cancer. Dr Athina Markou has already 17 publications in peer reviewed
journals and one of her papers has been in the top ten articles published in Clinical
Chemistry in (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Markou+Lianidou).

1. Research Interests/Activities:

Development and clinical applications of highly sensitive real time PCR methods for

quantitative gene expression

Development and clinical applications of highly sensitive real time PCR methods for

mutation analysis.

. Development and clinical applications of highly sensitive methylation specific PCR
methods for DNA methylation analysis

. Cancer micrometastasis: breast cancer, non small cell lung cancer


http://en.actc-lab.chem.uoa.gr/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Markou+Lianidou

6.

7.

Circulating Tumor Cells: Development of novel methods for their detection and
enumeration

Circulating Tumor Cells: Development of novel methods for their molecular
characterization
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3. Post-doctoral Researcher in national and international research grants

1. Liquopsy 6-2014-Today Funded by European Regional Development Fund
and National Resources (General Secretariat of Research and Technology in
Greece) : In vivo capturing and molecular characterization of circulating



tumor cells as a novel tool for improving tertiary prevention in breast cancer.
Coordinator: Dr. E. S. Lianidou

2. Oncoseed 1/3/2012- 31/8/2014 (Funded by European Regional Development
Fund and National Resources (General Secretariat of Research and
Technology in Greece) Biology of Circulating Tumour Cells, Distant
Metastasis & Development of Liquid Biopsy Methods. Coordinator: Dr. E. S.
Lianidou

4.Awards in International Meetings

1) AACR 2011 - SUZAN COMEN Scholar-in-Training Award, (to support
attendance of Athina Markou at the AACR 102nd Annual Meeting 2011): “Molecular
characterization of circulating tumor cells in breast cancer by liquid bead array
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